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AMUSEMENTS Tills APTE KNOON AND EVENJN'O.

BROADWAY TUSATilE. Brndwvv. near Broome
aireet..Aladdin, tu> WoXDHUTL SCAUP.C'lNDBBkLLA.

NF.W YORK THEATRE Broadway, opposite New York
HuleL.PxueT or***-Kwiiwo«th.

OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway..Sennits or Nrw
Yob*.

DODWORTH'S HALL, (106 Broadway..PEonwsOR Hart*
win PKRronii His Mikaclm.Tub Head in tbi Am.
Tun Ini>iam Basket Tnicn.Pbotkus.

STE1NWAY HALL. East Fourteenth street and Fourth
avenue..Last Popi'lak Vocal and Insthlmbntal Con-
I'HIT.OPIBA NlUMT.

RAN rmltoraoo MTN4TRRLS Ht BrostWIT, opontte
he MetronoUtau Hotel.In rutin Ethiopia* En r :uriit-

XrBTS. SlNlilNC), DaNCINO AND Bl'BLUllUBS. .TUB BLACK
('ook.

KELLY A T.RON'S MINSTRgLS, 72<l Broadway. oppo-
aueth* New York Motel..In tiikik Sonn, Dar;r*. Ecocn*
yricitiks, HtTHi.nsut'R.a, Ac..Tub Two Puma Donnas.Cm-
mu Lion.Madauamab Ballbt Tkolpe.

FIFTH AVENUE OPERA HOUSE, No*. 2 and 4 Weal
Twenty-fourth street..liRirriN A Christt's Mis-tryls..
EtIHOPIAH M lNXTKEI ST. 11ALL A US, B UBLISHCIS, Ac. Til*
Vitaji Yacht Rack.

TONY PASTOR S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery.OoilC
VoCALUM Nlti.RO MINSTRELSY. Bai-LRT DlTBKTtSBtlllHT.
Ac..Tim Naw Yorb Voluntkirs. Mattueo at 2V4 o'clock.

* CHARLEY WHITE'S COMBINATION TROUPE, at
Mechanic*' Hall, 471 Kiosdwar .In a Variety or Light
AND LiUUHAHLr. ENTERTAIN RANTS, Coeps u* Ballet, Ac.
Ftnui in Boors.

CLINTON HALL, Astor place..Da. Hebrard'S Pxcc-
liar Lectures on Pecfuar ThbiAa.

THE BUNVAV TABLEAUX, Union Hall, oorner of
iwenty-inint .ireei ...id Br.uxlway .Movinu Mirror or
tua Pn.ua:¦ s Pbolkkss.Sixty MAGniricx.vr Scknbs.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OK ANATOMY. «H Rroadway.-
Hpad and Riubt Ana or Probst.Thr Washingto*
Twin*. Wonders in Natural IIistort, Scirnfk and Art.
Lbcturbs Daily. Open from 8 A.M. till 1UP. M.

DERBY'S NEW ART ROOMS, RI5 Broadway..O RAND
Exhibition or Paintincs .Rosa Honiikcu's I'or a Fair.

VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT, at tuf
First Fee* Will Baptist Ciiiech, Seventeenth street.

TRIPLE SHEET.
Nrw York, Wc-iliireilny, February 'in. IMU7.
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ETOOPE.
By the Atlantic cable, under date of ye«tcrday, the

19th instant, in London, we are told that the 1 enians
lately in arms in Ireland have all disappeared, and that
thej never numbored more than one hundrod and
twenty tnen. No arrests have been made from the rebel
ranks. Earl Derby is disposed to treat the cn3e with
Impartial, yet strict, jusiice. The Chiel Secretary for
Ireland does not apprehend a now "rising.'' There are

three British war vessels in Kcnmare river, and regi¬
ments of lancers and Guards are Doing sent to the islaud
from England.
John Bright denounces the Derby Reform bill North

American confederation Is making rapid progr si in tno
British Harliument. Spain is about to inaugurate a plan
of ratorm for Cuba. There is much agitation amoog all
partita in Italy in view of the approaching elections
for the new Parliament.

In London yeaterday consols were quoted at 91 for
money. United State* five-twentto* were at 74. On the
Frankfort Bourse United Statea securities closed at
7T*g, and were quoted in Paris at 83*^. In the Liver¬
pool market cotton was nnchan^ -d. Breadstuff* and
provisions were firm.
Our special correspondence from Florence and Lon¬

don embraces inierosting details of our cable daspatches
to the 2d of February, including a concise histoiy of
the extraordinary and romantic case, although real, of
tne TichDorne baronetcy claim, which will toon come
before the English law courts Tor decision, or the posses-
sion or |f>00,000 a year, with one of the most ancient
titles in Oreat Britain.

CONGRESS.
In the Senate yeeterday a memorial asking that col¬

ored regimonta in the regular array be officered by ol-
orwd men was referred to the Military Commttlee. The
bill amending the act providing for th# safely of pas¬
sengers on vessels propelled by sleaiu ant oihor bills
of a atrictly personal character were passed The
action of the House on the Sherman substitute for the
Reconstruction bill, refusing to concur aud asking for a

conference comraiitee was announced. After a lengthy
debate the Senate Insisted upon its amendments. In
4be evening session the bills regulating tho dlsposd on

of an unclaimed fund for colored troop*; abolishlug tho
,v<tem of peonage in Sew M-xIco; relative to officers
in the regular array appointed from the volume r ser¬

vice; for the relief of drafted men; for ihe abolition o

imprisonment for debt, and Tor the temporary increase
of ih<i par of army officer* were passed, i'no Senate
then adjourned.

In the House the consideration of the hill for ibe
m<»re ofheient government of the rebel states was pro-
C»ed d with. The Senate amendments were noucra-

eiiTod in by a vo # ol 98 to T3. and a committee of eon-

ference was called for. Messrs. Stevens, Bhellai.arger
and Blaine were appointed tho committee on the part of
15, Ho.ae. The report of the committee or conference
on ihe Tenure of Office bill *»' agreed to. The Indian
Appropriation bill was passed dfter two hours discus
»ion. The bill to provldo for the organ zalion ol the
militia was then taken up, awl, pending its consid¬
ers ion, the morn ng hour expired The Senate amend¬
ments to the bill providing for the election of a < on

gressional printer were concurred in. The Army
rr ation bill was considered in Committee of the Whole
until the hour of recess wn« reached The second sec¬

tion of the bill provides that the headquarter* ol the

General shall he at Washington, and he shall
not he removed or asalgnod to duty else¬
where without the previous approval of the
Senate. In the evening session the Senate hill to

nrovtde for the payment of compound In lore <l note* was
¦ >. i.i_ .n,l f'upriinrtf Areferred to tho Committee on Bunking and Currency,

joint resolution directing the Secretary ot the Navy to

assign a public yeswel fo" th" I'asportation l«> Sa van¬

nah Cbarles'oa and Mobile or stores and auppl.es con

trih -.ted to the deetHute people of the south w#^ palttJ
The debate on th^ A"nv Aj'j>roj>iintion Hill ***

teullsii9« * Comm ttce or the Who!-, but finally gave
way "to the regular order of bostucas, which wa* the

message from the Senate announcing that It insi-teJ on

Its amendments to the Re-nnatructum Otll. A filibuster¬

ing movement was commenced by the demxratn, on

Mr Blaine moving ihet the House rec da from u, *»

agreement, Mr Steven* vol'B* with the nilbuster*. T ie

ot.any «youinea at eleven o'clock without taking
action od the mestage from the Senate.

TH- CITY.
The Chamber of Commerce yesterday adopted rOlO-

11i-ens of map* -t to the memory of the late lYofeasor
Kin h", tad Mayor Hodman f-rdercd that the Oovernor s

Hwm be opened for the reception of tho remains on
lb»lr p«--<ag-' through this city to day.
The Commission appointed by the state to teat and re¬

port upon the best breech-loading arm. assembled at tho
Btate Arsenal yeMerday and tried several new weapona
The Executive omn.iure of the National Board of
re Underwriter* metal their room* ye*terday. A re¬

port from the CommlUre on Local 11 arda was received,
and other boilneti of itnpirtanrc transacted
A oorreependent offer* some sanitary advice to the Me¬

tropolitan Fire Commiesonm in a communication in
another column this moei.ug He suggests at a means
toward* proveut.ng the recurrence of such destructive
firet as bar* recently destroyed so mack valuable prop-
orty in th« City, that auamt ivs and ferryboau ehon d
Be s ppMed v-llh apparmtu* to etelev in extinguishing.me among the shipping i thai there should b« no alarm
.truck furtlior than is noreesary to inform the ttremor
.nd police of the locality of the fire; the appointment ot
. preventive inspector, a change !n the d .ties of the
Fire Marshal, Ute issue of written instruction* ait"n* the
Bremen, and their frequent dri.l lu mano.uvtee suitable
lo contingencies at Oeee.
The Fenisn excitement in this c'ty It shap'ng into

jprioua action. The discouraging cable telegram* were
A slplleved, and volunteering wss brisk. The Bnop
fcoro, St. law rears, OToole. Tara end other circles held
catbuslantic meeilngs during tbo evening

1 Ibe Right Rev. James Roosevelt Bailey, Catholic
J ,ep of Newark, S J. dellverwl alerture last night

k.i-Ivu - ki'UtlUm^v A*U ^.AUito-u*

ltiuoklyu. Hit subject was, " Why the Catholic Church

g Always iu Trouble." The proceeds of the lecture are

10 be devoted to the charitable fund of the Society of St.
t'incsut de Paul.
Elizabeth Oady Stanton lectured ltst evening In the

academy of Music, Brooklyn, to a small audience, on

" Equal Rights. " Uer arguments in favor of woman's
right of suffrage, lmpeachtnect and reconstruction were

ittentively listen-d to aud frequently applauded. The
chairman made a few pertiuent remarks in introducing
the lecturer.

Further particular* regarding the tragedy in the Twen
ileth ward have been obtained. Schuobol, the alleged
murderer, confossos the stabbing, but says that it was

dons in self defence.
In the Supreme Court, Circuit, yesterday, the case of

Henry W. I>e I'uy vs. Oliver P. Hurfdrd, el of., was

commenced. Thts Is an action for libel claiming dam¬

ages In the sum of $10,000. The plaintiff was formorly
Indian agent on the Pawnee reservation, In Nebraska,
and the defendants were traders at that point. The al¬

leged libel consisted or two letters written by defendants
to Indian Commissioner Dole, st Washington, and the

agent who succeeded the plalutifl after bis removal from

office, stating thai two vouchers hied by bim at tbe De¬

partment In Washington were forgeries Case still on.

Wellington Wilmet, a lawyer, and William Rogers
were charged yesterday, before Commissioner Belts,
with having forged certain papers respecting the dis¬

charge from the army of one James Allen. After some
evid -nee had been taken Rogers was discharged, and the

further hearing of the accusation against Mr. Wilmot
will be resumed'to-dsy.
The trial of Charles B. Manual, Indicted for the mur¬

der of Henry Pchlesser, in Thompson street, on the 39th
of December last, is progressing before Judge Russet, in
the General Sessions. It will be finished to- lay.
The National Steam Navigation Company's -teamship

Virginia, CaptalD Browse, will leave pier 4T North river
at noon to-day for Livorpool, calling at Queensiown.
The Cunard s'eamsbip Australasian, Captain Cook,

will leave her dock at Jersey City this morning about
olght o'clock for Quoenstown end Liverpool.
The steamship Gulf City, Captain Stewur'. will salt

this aftornoon from pier 30 East river, for Galveston,
Texas.
Tho stock market was firm yesterday. Gold was

Arm also, and closed at 138*^ after soiling at 13T.
There was more activity in commercial circles yostar-

day, there being a good demaud for both domestic
produce and merchandise, though the formor generally
was disposed of at a decline, while tho latter remained
firm. Coff«e was firmly held. Cotton was dull, even at

a decline of per pp.iad, Qfl 'Change flour was

firmer, with more doing. Wheat ruled dull and nominal.
Corn and oats declined lc , though the demand wan

active. Pork ruled Arm and active. Beef and lard wore
in fair demand at steady prices. Whiskey was quiet.
!¦ re'glita unchanged. Pot'o'eym was generally dull and
quito nominal. Naval stores firmer, wTf)i a fair demand.
Wool ruled heavy.

MISCELLANEOUS.
By the Atlantic cable we learn that the Brazilian fleet

had bombarded the town of Onropaity, in Paraguay, and
sailed subsequently for Humalta.
A cablo telegram from Hons Kong, via Sues and I<on

don, reports the arrival of the Paciflc Mail Company's
steamship Colorado at Yokohama, Japan, on the 23d of
January and Houg Ken?, China, on the 30th.thus deli¬
vering through mails from New York within fifty days,
in spile of unusually heavy weather during a portion of
the voyage.
Our oorrespoadenoe from Puebla, Mexico, is dated

February 1, and from Hermosillo December 31.
Interesting sketches of Miramon, Marques, and
Diaz are furnished, tbe two former being Maximil¬
ian's main supports and the latter being the leading
soldier of the liberal army. An engagement was going
on at Matamoros Am roar between General Tamaria
and a portion of Dime's forces. A description of the agri¬
cultural resoerces of Sonora, "the Garden of Mcsioo," la
furnished by our Hermosillo corr-spondont.
John H. Surratl was taken from tho Swalare at the

Washington Navy Yard yesterday by Marshal Gooding,
on a bench warrant issued by Judge Fisher, and cor.finod
in tho Jail. He was dresicd to his Zouave uniform and
handcuffed. No visitors will be allowed to sou him but
the Jail officiate and his council.

Mr. Seward, under date of February rs, sends a com-
municalioa to General Salgar, the Colombian Minister at
Waahington, protesting against the decree of Mosquera
relative to the adjudication of prizes iu the Colombian
Courts as contrary to the laws of nations, and gives bis
government notice that as far aa the interests of ci'isens
of tbe United -Utos are concerned suob decreo wilt bo
considered null and void.
A m.m named Manser was attacked by a gang of ex-

rebels, under the leadership of a sheriff named Davis, at
WayneavlU -, North Carolina, recently. He was fired
upon forty times without being injured, and returning
tho fire injured a man named Underwood. Ho then es¬

caped, but tbe sherifi aava he will call out the counly to
take him. Massny was engaged during the war in
pasdng recruits through the lines to the Union army,
aad stands indicted for that offonce. This was the cause

of the attack.
A woman uamed Kays woe brutally mnrderod on Sat¬

urday at Siewarlsvitle, New J-rsey, during the absence
of ber husband. Tbe murderer is not yet in custody.

Tho Hitch In Psmress-Ntrveni nnd His
Drmori-iitir Kenervew.

The hitch between tbe two branches of Con¬
gress on tho*Senate bill for the reconHlruetion
and restoration of the outside rebel States is
due to the dem icrale oi tbe House, who, unon
this question, as upon various others during
the last two years, have joined the extr-me
radicals in tho desperate game of wid^lng
<nd deepening instead of closing up and set¬
tling our sectional discords. Upon tbe ques¬
tion of agreeing to the Senate bill the House
W 'Hihvi led 73 to 98, the democrats almost un¬

broken, and the extreme radicals making up
l»e vote in tho nerativc. The hill thus thrown
htnk upon the Senate by democratic votes em¬
ir aces, no doubt, tho most liberal term-*
which the unreconstructed States will be
able to obtain, and the easiest programme
ihnt can be expected by President John¬
son. The demoorata, therefore, had they
looked to their true policy as the friends of Mr.
Johnson and the South, would upon this mea¬

sure have jolnod the conservative wing or the

republican camp, instead of turning the seal.-
in lavor of Stevens and his ultra radical fac¬
tion. -

What defence have Messrs. Ancona, Ohanleiv
Finck, Bldndce, Le Jtlond. Nihlack and Com'
puny for the course they have pursued? They
plead the plea of constitutional principles, ol

m._ 1.111 .? * I I V11_1_course. The hill propose* the reestablish
ment, temporarily, of nurtisl law over
excluded Stales. These democrats hold that
this is unconstitutional.that said States ac
duly recoi structed as they stand. The bill,
moreover, provides for universal negro suf¬
frage and lor the ratification of the pending
constitutional amendment, as conditions of
restoration.propositions which are totally in
confl'ct with democratic principles. Out still
the rule of common sense Is the policy of states¬
manship.when you caunot obtain what yon
want, tuke the best terms you can get. Tlii*
bill was manifestly framed as a peace offering
to President Johnson and tbe South. If. as

it came before the House, it re-established
martial law in the rebel States, it placed the
appointment of the officers, Ac., in the
President's bands; If It established uni¬
versal negro suffrage it allowed the
equivaleit of universal suffrage to rebels,
the next thing to a general amnesty;
and lustly, if ths bill required the adoption of
the {tending constitutional amendment it only
reaffirmed the ultimatum of all the Northern
State*, if {lie democrats ol the House, there¬
fore, had beon controll -d by a desire to serve
tbe President or the South so far as they oould
'hey would hay© aetml for the success, and not
f.»r the def.-at, of this measure.

>- *-*- i.- .«£? jtc have tN« btfvrlgfijJofl >hst

they bare commenced ia the House again the
usu.il filibustering of the minority to gain time
and to defeat a compromise between the two

houses. From the sfr-ct party v<>to obtained,
however, upon a motioa to lay the Sherman
Senate bill upon the table, it is apparent that
the House ia resolved upon an agreement. We

expect, accordingly, that the bill, with some

modifications, will be passed; but to give the
President Ms constitutional ten days for
its consideration (deducting Sundays) Le

may hold it now till after the ex¬

piration of this Congress, whioh will be

killing the bill by what is known as a pocket
veto. But we cannot perceive that he will
gain any advantage by this experiment; be¬
cause the new Congress meets on the very day
and hour of the expiration of this Congress,
and will, if required, probably on the 5tb of
March, be ready to send the bill back to him.
tor approval or a regular veto, or the alterna¬
tive of permitting it to become a law by
retaining it his ten days, with the Congress
passing it still in session.
We would urge again upon Mr. Johnson, if

this bill shall be presented to him to-day or

to-morrow or next day, or on any day this
side the 4th of March, substantially as ema¬

nating from the Senate, the saving policy of
signing it. lie will thus effect a troity of
peace with Congress ; and in oominir into co¬

operation with the two houses he will bring
the outside Southern States at once to active
measures of restoration upon the terms laid
down. Oherwise impeachment will be the
next thing in order; for the Congress coming
in will be, so far as he is conoerned, no im¬

provement on the Congress going out.

lteforui iu Iiu«lnn«l,
At a mooting held in the Free Trade Hall,

Manchester, on the evening of February 1, the
reformers of Great Britain and Ireland were

solemnly and publicly united, John Bright
ftCting fts representative on the one hand, and
the O'Donogbue, the hope of the more sensible
portion of young Ireland, acting as representa¬
tive on the other. It scarcely required tl is
public demonstration to convince the intelli¬
gent observer that the movement known iu thr¬
one portion of the Queen's dominions as

Reform, and in the other portion nsFenianism,
was substantially one and the same in its origin
and its objects. We do'not say that the views
of the O'Donoghne will be subscribed by every
Irish malcontent, any more than we say that
the views of the great English tribune will be
subscribed by every lover of reform in England
and in Scotland ; but we do say that the case

of Ireland, as put by the O'Donoghue, has not
been put so clearly, so sensibly and so effec¬
tively by any other native of the Green Isle in
recent years. The causes of disaffection in
Great Britain and in Ireland are not in every
particular the same. It would be absurd to
say that they were. There are grievances in
Sootland which do not exist in England. There
are grievances in Ireland which do not exist in
either England or Scotland. Bat there is one

grievance which is common to them all and
whioh lies at the root of all the evils now com-

plained ot
What is this common grievance? What ia

thia radical aril ? It is the land tenure system
which prevails, with certain looal modifications,
nil over the United Kingdom.a system which
in England robs the 'armer of independence of
thought and makes him the political slave of
his lord, which has converted some of the finest
portions of the Highlands of Scotland into
sbeepwalka and deer pastures, and which in
Irelend has all along fettered the very springs
of industry, and from time to time sent forth
millions of the native horn population to seek
a home and a living in other lands. No real
cure will ever be effected In the political body
of Great Britain and Iroland so long S9 this
radical cause ia overlooked. It is, as we have
said, the frni'ful source from wh;eh all the other
evils have sprung. The condition of England,
in tact, at the present time is not dissimilar to
.he condition of Rcme in the days of the
Gracchi. The whole of ihe public lands were

in the hands of the nobles. The posi¬
tion of the free citizen without lands
was more wretched than that of the
bondsman. The Gracchi saw +he evil and
sought to remove It. This they proposed to

accomplish by taking from the rich lite excess

of public lands held by them above % certain
limit, and distributing the lands thus acquired
among the landless poor. The nobles natu¬

rally enough were indigunnr. In the struggle
which ensued the Gracchi, younger and oldsr.
pcrUhed. but the cause with which their name-*

became identified triumphed a few years Inter,
in the peraon of Carat.triumphed, however
le <s to the advantage of liberty and le«? in the
interests of the no! ility than timely concession
would have secured. Nor would It be difficult
to discover a resemblance between England of
the present day and France, which witnessed
the assembling of the Slates General under
Louis the Sixteenth. If, as some historians
would have us believe, it is the c orse of France
now that she has too many proprietors, it was
undoubtedly the cui»e of France then that she
Lad too few. The lands were all but entirely
in the hards of the noNets*, nor were they
very evenly divided cvou among them. If it
was the poverty of the people wh»** pn,.
cipiuied &. !: **§ the wealth
of the nobility which gave birth Is
that poverty. As it was in Rome in the times
of !''e Gracchi, as it was in France in the times
that immediately preceded ths revolution of
'89, so is it in England now. The whole lands
of the United Kingdom are in the hands of a
miserable minority, and that minority is year
by year becoming smaller. About the period
of the accession of William of Orange the land
owners of Great Britain and Irelnnd numbered
somewhere about 460,000. At the present day
they scarcely exceed 46,000. The lesser
gentry or yeomanry which in times gone by
proved sueh an effective bulwark against the
encroachments of the crown on the one hand
and of the nobles on the other, have entirely
disappeared. On a memorable occasion when
John Hampden, though threatened with arrest,
fearlessly went np to bis plaoe in Parliament,
fonr thousand freeholders of Buckinghamshire
rode np to protect blm. "Where" exclaims a

celebrated writer and reformer of the day, "are
those four thousand freeholders now f' The
fin# old stock is practically extinct Their
places are empty, . The gulf which tbey
formerly spanned yawns nnbridged between
the very rich and very poor. In this more than
in any other oanse is to be fonnd the secret of

the political disturbance of the time.
It ia a fact which is not to be gainsayed, a

f txn'ti jfeicb bUtftT esfsbUshes. that a

monopoly of landed property implies a mo¬

nopoly of power. Land, in fhct, la power. If
land is equally div.ded, power is equally
divided, and rule is likely to be juat. If land
is in the hands of a few, power is in the hands
of a tew, aud rule is all but certain to be par¬
tial and unjust We have had proof of this
within our own borders. The landowners of
the South, not contented with absolute power in
their own States, sought to lord it over the
entire Union. England will never get lid of
her troubles until this radical cause be clearly
perceived and effectually uprooted. Partial
remediea will tend to temporary cure; but the
old cause will still remain and the disease
will reappear at intervals. It is in the power
of the present government to do much to defer
if not to prevent the coming crisis. IT, how¬
ever, the great families of England refuse to

yield, there is nothing for it but revolution.
revolution ending, perhaps, like so many
others in military despotism. Ctesaiism fol¬
lowed the ruin of the nobles in Rome. Csesar-
ism has followed the ruin of the nobles in
France. In both the one case and the other,
however, Ceesarism might have been prevented
and the nobles saved by wise and timely con¬

cession.
RMTMrhaMila M Hie llarkor of New York.
The Secretary of War has ftirnished to the

Senate a very valuable report of the Chief of
Engineers showirg that the capacities of the
harbor of New York are belr.g gradually
cramped by deposils kna obstructions. We
cannot afford to have our water facilities in¬
fringed upon in this great commercial eity.
We want as deep a channel and as extensive a

water front as we can procure. As far back
as 1856 a commission was appointed which
fixed the limits of our shore lines beyond which
no obstructions should be plaoed. The State
of Now York accepted their report, but New
Jorsey rejected it because certain obstructions
iu the railroad interest were of material ad¬
vantage to that State. It is now recommended
that the encroachments upon the flats below
Jersey Qity should be resisted by the govern¬
ment. If the flaw of the tide over all the flits
and swamps around the harbor could be
stopped by some effectual system of diking.
say an impervious iron wall.wl ich could
easily be done, it would have the effect of
deepening the channel, besides giving us the
very space required by the report of General
Newton tor docks and basins " convenient and
desirable for commercial and business in¬
terests." We would gain more than this by
such an undertaking, because thousands o''
aer«s ofnow worthless land would be converted
into arable farms and taxpaying property.

This is just what is most demanded to relieve
the cramped condition of tbw island by giving
more apace for people to live on and at the
same time increasing the depth of the channel
from States Island up both riven where the
largest portion of our river and harbor naviga¬
tion is concentrated. If Hell Gate could be
oleared of its obstructions in addition, we

would have a harbor somewhat commensurate
with the wants of the metropolis.

Firn nnd Fire Innurnnre Companies.
A committee of the State Assembly is in

session at the Metropolitan Hotel investiga¬
ting the management of the New York Paid
Fire Department and inquiring into the oau3e

ot the nnnsnal destruction of property by fire
since the old volunteer department was abol¬
ished. At the same time the fire insurance
compauies furnish the public with a practical
illustration of the advantages they have se¬

cured through running steam fire engines as

political machines, by raising the rates of in¬
surance on mercantile and storage risks,
buildings and contents, from ten to twenty-
five per cent and adding fifteen per oent to the
rates on some other descriptions of property.
We have very little iaith in legislative in¬

vestigating committees. From some cause or

another they seldom accomplish any good and
generally terminate in a whitewashing report
in favor ot the party whose acts arc made the
subject of inquiry. A great many of these pre¬
tended investigations are started for the pur¬
pose of defeating rather than promoting the
elucidation of the matter to which they refer.
When damaging rumors are in circulation con¬

cerning some favored department, and ugly
facts obtrude themselves on public notice it is
a very common trick to raise an investigating
committee nnd to bury the whole subject in
that catacomb of official delinquency. It is to
be hoped that this remark will not apply to
the committee now in session in this city.
That the present Fire Department, for some

reason, is a lamentable failure, is now gene¬
rally admitted. TartVness tn getting to fires,
incompetency on the past of the engineers, un¬

willingness and indifference on the part of the
men arc the qualities that make themselves
apparent at every fresh conflagration. When
an alarm sounds In the city no person now ex¬

pects the flames to be subdued until they have
exhausted themselves and consumed as much
properly as is within their reach. Some per¬
sons believe that the fault lies with the engi¬
neers and ioromen, who are selected from poli¬
tical considerations, and not on the ground of
competency and merit. Others ssy the force is
hot strong enough. Some denounce the paid
ovsteai altogether, and argue that men who

receive a «mfi!! «*lary as firemen lose
of emulation that exists aiding volunteers, and
reftis* to overexert themselves Ot to take any
risk that they can by any means avc'd. It is
certain that somewhere there is a fault, and
the committee of the Assembly should thor¬
oughly probe the matter and above all things
endeavor to ascertain whether political con¬
siderations are suffered to interfere with the
working of this important department. A
change In offlcers should be insisted upon; for
no further evidence than the actual events of
the past few months can be needed to establish
the fact that the department is at present under
the control of men ntterly unfit to handle a
force at an ordinary fire.
Bo for as the fire insurance companies are

concerned, they have only themselves to blame
for their present difficulties. It was stated at
the recent meeting of the Board of Under¬
writers, convened for the purpose of raising
the rates of insnrsnce, that owing to the heavy
losses of last year some companies whose
stock wit quoted two or three years ago at
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred and
fifty per cent are now actually enoroachlng
on their capital to pay their liabilities. A
large share of these losses may be attributable
to the inefficiency of the present New York Fire
IVpartmen t, whioh owwe ita existence mainly to
the insurance companies} but the reckless
manner in Irs bltiUUM

li&fl been carried on, lies at the foundation of
their difficulties. Competition has induced
new companies to take almost any risk that
offered, and agents, scattered in every part of
the country, have been ready to insure any
property, however hazardous and combustible,
in order to obtain their commission. This
looseness in the manner of doing business i3 a

serious evil to the community. It is a direct
temptation to the terrible crime of trson and
endangers the lives and the property of inno¬
cent parties. It would be well if the Insuranoe
Department could be empowered at will to

investigate the character of the risks accepted
by Are companies and to wind up the affairs
of any company that may be found to have
issued policies to any extravagant amount on

doubtful property or to have insured any
building# that are evidently unfit to be in¬
sured.

It is certain that the paid department needs
some sweeping reform. If it can be seoured
in no other manner Governor Fenton had
better at once remove all the Commissioners and
appoint others in their plaoes. Perhaps that
wonld be the best method of arriving at the
root of the evil. The old department had its
faults ; but the petty thefts committed at fires,
tbc occasional fights among the bankers and
buffers of the different engines, the "hi! hi I
hi I" of the red-shirted "laddie^' ag they
rushed through the streets, were but trifling
annoyances when Compared with the heavy
losses entailed upon the public by the ineffi¬
ciency and indifference of the present depart¬
ment.

Mr. F. W. Sfwnril'. Went Inrilij IHiMlon.
Another Diplomatic Fizzle,

Tbe present administration la, it must be
admitted, rather unfortunate in its forcigu
miasiona. If their object does not happen to
be Quixotic, the conduct of those intrusted
with them not unfrequently renders them bo.

Thus tho Moxican*mission.which was a very
well meant thing In its way.assumed quite a

comic aspect from the adventures of the dis¬
tinguished soldier and accomplished diplomat
employed to hunt up Juarez. We question if
the mishaps of the Spanish knight errant and
his fnitlifVil Sancho Panza would not be thrown
into the shade by them, if they were fully nar¬

rated.
But even still drollor are the incidents that

befell the Assistant Secretary of State on bis
recent "secret" mission to the West Indies.
Before the expedition got fairly under way
two or three steamers were disabled in the
effort. Every one wondered at this un-

usual amount of ill luck, and in the
absence or any explanation set it down
to that favorite source of disaster, the un-

propitionsneaa of the weather. It now turns
out that it was due .to the heaviness of the
freight on board, the same consist ing of a large
amount of government specie. But the mis¬
fortune* arising from it were not destined to
end there. When the Gettysburg got to Port"
Royal, Jamaica, tbe sailors, who are a super¬
stitious class, discovered the source of their
evil fortune, and, in order to dispel it, broke
open the specie chest and got rid of as much
of the contents as they could handle. Mr.
Seward offered the munificent reward of one
hundred dollars for the recovery of the money,
which, we regret to say, did not turn op in any
very largo quantities under the influence of such
a liberal inducement. Finally, after coaling, the
Gettysburg proceeded to her destination,
which, contrary to all the speculations that had
been indulged in, proved to be the island of
St. Domingo.
There our two diplomats, Mr. Seward and

Admiral Porter, were received in great state
by the President, General Jos«f Maria Cabral.
On opening the negotiations it turned out tint
instead of their being instructed to purchase
a coaling station at the island, as Cabral
expected, they came to buy the republic itsjlf.
At this information the St. Domingo President
put on a long face and asked them if they
really expected him to sell his country. "Cer¬
tainly," replied Porter, who is a bit of a wag,
"and you ought to bp devilish glad to have a

country to sell." On hearing this axiom of
political morality Cubral'a face brightened and
he came at once to tha point. H > was wiling
to make over the island to the United State* u

they would pay down the hard cash for if.
He had the liabilities due to France and Spain
to settle, brides some Utile muters of hit
own, and he must have the amount before
they left. This was a poser to our diplomite.
Tho sum named was considerably in excess of
that left thorn after the depletion of their
specie chest by the sailors, and as Cabral was
firm they had to quit the island withont effect¬
ing their object. The moral of all this is that
when our government sends out foreign ml *-

sions it should select for them men who are

not likely to leave behind them cither their
wits or their money bags. These are not
usually considered American failings.

The Irish N«wi by the C'aMe.
It most strike our readers with surprise to

find such a mesh of absurdity and contradic¬
tion in the despatohos representing tb» state of
affairs in Ireland which are permitted by the
British government to oon»» over the Atlantic
cable. If the phrilos who manipulate thorn
were emplq^wd to make falsehoods harmless

I ^ Wandering method of telllnv then*

they could not per*".?!! work more con¬

scientiously. Take, fbr example, telexr,.®"
of the paet two days. We are inforriu/iral
that "the cause of the outbreak la buried ft
obeeurity," as If the cause is not as oia and *«

well known as any event in English history,
and a* if the government has not been pro-
pared Md watchful for the outbreak for at least
two years. The news of yesterday states that
everything is tranquil In the disturbed dis¬
tricts; bat it appears that not a single armed
man engaged in the revolt has been captured.
Lord Derby says that the peasants are loval;
but the same despatch says that they strenu¬
ously refuse to assist tbe government authori¬
ties In the arrest of the fighting men. They
are willing to give every information, says the
despatch, except whatthe government requires,
and that is the whereabouts of the insurgents,
who have "disappeared" in tbe mountains.'
Again it is etnted that the insurgent leader,
O'Connor, and bis staff bad reached "the Fe¬
nian vessels off Dingle Bay," while at the same
time we learn that three British war steamers
are lying in Kenmare river, about two or three
hours' steaming from the anchorage of the
h oniart vessels. What were these watch dogs
doing that they did not gobble up tbe enemy's
craft and capture the Fenian leaders? Is a ques¬
tion which will naturally be naked. If the
cxl". al i!ar*o ^

Premier offloiaily annooaced yeaterday, and
there is uo further apprehension of a rising
as the Irish Secretary, Lord Nans, states, what
u the necessity of ordering the Guards and a

regiment of lancers on the same day to leave
London for the scene of Insurrection in Ire¬
land? Neither before nor since the time of
Waterloo, when a great military crisis had
arrived in the history of England, were the
Guards removed from the shadow of the royal
palaces in London and Windsor. There must
be some cause for their sudden departure for
Ireland, and we can hardly be expected to
believe that tbey are transferred there because
there is no alarm or no apprehension of .

"rising." The government officials must really
learn to tell a mere consistent story before wo
can pat any faith in the Irish news by the
cable.

CITY INTELLIGENCE.

Oouitsollsh's Owes..Richard B. Connolly, Comp¬
troller, hat made the following additional appointments
Id hu otfioe .Superintendent of Markets, Jebn A.
Dearborn, Deputy Collector of City Revenue, A. A.
Snodgrass,
Strut Diwabtmknt..Mr. George W. McLean, Strand

Commissioner, has made no changes in his oBoc stasa
his appointment, except one or two of minor dnportneosi
Tne buB.hoaa of (ho office mores In \}S regular
Mr. McLean baa, as yet, taken 09 ae»',on upon the reotg-
"nnilouot Deputy Street Commissioner William M.
Tweed, rs"*'

Tub Randall's Island Hops* or Bxruos..Aoeordiog to
the forty-second annual report of tbla institution it appeem
that since the first year It waa opened (1335) 11,008 chU>
dren bays boon relieved by the Sooiety for theDq[Oi
tion or Juvenile DelInquests. During the past veer
wore added to the »3V inmates of the plae- oj (he T
January, I860. 800 of whoip pore indentured or
diaoharged. On the 1st of January, 130T, there wen
071 inmates.

Mrktino or thn Vntxran Scott Lira Qqasn .A
meeting of the Veteran ifcott Life Guard Corps was
held last evening at the office of the Scott Monument
Committee, No. 25 Chambers street, room No. 0, with
the president of the corps, General Hobart Ward, in tha
chair. Tbo principal business transacted during tho
evening waa the ohanglng of the constitution of the or¬
ganization bo as to admit as members of the corpR those
who served in the war of the rebellion of 1861-04, end
who hn<-e been honorably discharrod, and also male de¬
scendants, above the age of twouty-one, of those who
served in tbo war with Mexico.

St.'pln Boot an* Shob CoNVwrrroN. .1The cnairmaa ef
the < onventlon of staple Boot and Shoe Manufactures*
held in 1848, Mr. J. R. Pitkin, called another convention
to ho held at tho Astor House vestorday afternoon. Them
was a smalt attendance, and the business transacted re¬
lated rhieflv to matters of interest only to the trade an
r presented by th- chairman.
ItuiiNO or WiAvxaa..A meeting of the mosquito

net weavers of this city waa bald on Monday last, far
the purpose of taking into consideration tho present low
prices pa d for weaving. Dunne the winter months
they have been paid at the rate of threo cents per yard,
a rate of remuneration Insufficient to provide the com¬
monest uocosBarieg of li'0 fir themselves and families,
learning that their waang were to be si ill further re¬
duced, they adopted a resolution that all the woevors of
the city should cease work until thoy received an ad¬
vance of two ceota per yard.
Drill or the Metropolitan Polio* Force..The off

platoons of the Eleventh, Seventeenth, Nineteenth,
Twentieth, Twenty-third, Twenty-seventh and Twenty-
ninth precincts had a drill at Washington square y#*tar-
dav afternoon, under command of Captain Theron 0.
Copnhuad, Drill Master. The force wore exeroised ha
Morris* eohool of the battalion, and exocuted the evotn-
liona of thnt peculiar system in n very correct nod td-
dierly manner. Swh a tna body of men as appeared Mi
drill an Ibis occasion would Osaka sad work of an enemy
possessing leas physical ability nod dash. Drilled to Hw
use of arms they would become invincible.
Ton Bsoonwar Hainan.Fall op a Daaaiiw.At ahe«S

a quarter to nine o'clock last evening the large dsrrtsfc
on the. southaaat corner of Broadway and Fulton stint
fell, through the brooking of s guy, crushing in Its do.
scent the awning which span* the sidewalk In front of
the store loonted there. The derrick hod boon placed M
post''on for the purpose of hoisting the columns whieh
are to support the bridge In process of erection. It was
deemed to be secure, and the flail can only be aoeonnted
for on the supposition that tha gay, bavins n smog
slack, crossed the railroad track and was cot by the aar
wheels aa they rolled over it Fortunately no pedes¬
trians were in the Immediate neighborhood, and no
.ptber damage was dona than that which befet the awn¬
ing Three ladios were approaching, and becoming
somewhat frightoned by tha crash, their leaped suddenly
from the sidewalk, one of them falling and slightly
abrading her knee. The gtaaes, carls and truekahad
been rome time previously prevented from passing mthat direction, which circiHnataooo contributed doubtless
to the arc dent being unattended by any serious results.
Workmen were immediately engaged replacing the der¬
rick, and in about aa hour the labor of raising Urn
column* was prooeeded with.
Knot n Cabminb annum..About In o'dook on Toon-

day morning a bra broke out In the toy and woollen
goods store No. 2ft Carmine street, owned by Mm. deals
Hail. It is supposed 10 have been caused bv the explfr
¦Ion of a kerosene nil lamp leit burning on the counter.
Damage to the slock and household furniture about ITOd.
In* red for 12,000 m the Continental Insurance Compa¬
ny The building Is owned by L. Delraua. It Is dam¬
esod about $200, and insured for $7,000 In the Knicker¬
bocker Ineuranoe Company.

Dartng Dorclart. .On Monday evening a daring thnfl
took place at the residesoe of Jason 8. Leonard, No. 18
West Tweafy-oecond street. It appoars that the dnmao-
iic had left the dining room (which is situated on the
first floor loading from the hallway) for a f"w momenta
when the thisran entered the front door with falae koyl
and turninr up the sas to its full het-ht took the silver
'Inta from the napkins, replacing the napkins on the
table, and after collecting a >arge number of silver
-noons, forks, bntter knives, ha, made their exit, net
f'«r*eilin», however, on their ont*ard departure, to lake
a trunk which was at the time standing near tha hat-
rack in the hallway. From appearances the thieves
must have lieen alarmed at one period of their exploit,
lor the trunk was afterwards found on the stoop. Me
arres>< have been mads.

D-catx peon aw Ovfrdusr or Chloroform. .Coroner
Schlrmer yesterday held an Inquest at M& 101 Bleecker
»t reel.on the body of Miss Mary Larrleu, whe died sad¬
den Iv ve-terday morning. DeTweed had been in poor
heal'h for some time pssi, and wee also melancholy and
ln<v spirited in coneeqiten ce of the recent death of her
mo'her and brother. To alleviate her anffhringi de¬
ceased had according!? taken a rto«e »f chloroform, and
on "ondav evening she swallowed a quantity of the
dangerous mixture, and never recov- red from the effect#
of It. death ensuing ae stated The .lory found "thnt
tleceaeod came to her death bv an overdoid of chlera-
form, which we believe oh# took herteif bo the Iffth day
of Fetirnary, 1M7 " MSe Larrleu was thirty-one yean
of a e and a naHve of France.
Rwuxnos, ABAsnoNMsrr and Diatsl.A sad com of

Hodueitoo, abandonment and auboequant death wae

recently brought to the notice of Coroner Wlldey;
nnd from the facts developed it appears that
aevan or eight months ago, Johanna Ashulu, a pretty
0em-ian woman, twenty-four years of age, was seduced
in her native country; soon after which she sailed foi
America in company with her aedncer, who promised
to merry her oh arriving In Now York The sedooer,
however, not. only failed to keep his promise with
Johanna, but cruelty abandoned her In a strange land,
leaving her without home, friends or means of support.
Johanna procured employment at service in one or two
placet, and struggled along under adverse cirrnmstancee
aa beat str could, tilt last Wednesday, whan weary and
completely exhausted In aoarohlng for employment, she
entered the *ho», store, No. 300 Bast Houston street, to
re«» herself V»hlle there Johanna was nrt hy |

I numake Oermtd woman, aruPtaWn V9 the house
I of Mrs. Mooch, No. 110 PhA-'Jy

I __

I Coi i.lh** sJi0 b°on delivered of"a stillborn child,
. 2a!T. o i* <>i*«»ored behind a safe. Coroner WlMry
whs called, and held an Inquest over the remains of the

of14' which the proper authorities war# applied to
ti*., -

th# "¦fortunate woman removed to the
. . £.' ? "V might receive the neceasory mrdioai

-k? »'.'«yirenng|i oxoopt at .r Mrs. Moock.
who proved herself to ho a friend u. .»->-.

heartbroken, discouraged sad physically
sank gradually till early oo Mnndav morning, whew
died, bnt before her death she informed Mrs Moock
that a woman had given her some medicine for the pur
poee of procuring an abortion, but the name of the
woman was not staled. Coroner Wiidoy also beki an

Inquest over bar remains, when Wooster Beaob, Jr., M
IV, mnde a nest mertem examination of the body, end
found thai death was tha result of the premature birt li,
deceaaed not having received the necessary medical ra-s

sad attention.

l£Wi FMI THE PACIFIC COAST.
8a« Franoiav v Feb. 10, (MI

Yesterday the Panama steam ir carried a bar of «.<¦J
rained at over $200,000, for Valparaiso, on account o'
tb* Chilean government It was a part of tlt« prncer.t-
of Ihn loon of two millions and a quarter recent!/ raised
la England.
Roar Admiral Thatcher, United States Navy, and Cap

taui Turner, of tbo Royal British Navy, have l**u toco
rated with the Crose, Order of King Uamshnraoha i; .

First, for courtesies extended to Queea Liuu. i on uoaru
their respective altlpa
Honolulu advloes to January 30 state a full court ren

derrd an important deolaion against the r,,pia.u of Uie
whale ship Raindeer for the non-return of a .eameu
from a voyage to New Bedford. The law wUf here
After be enforced against whaler* and other v um',
. ng native aaamen

ADJOURNMENT OF THMiLAiANl UWUtlJlE
Month(/nail*, F«V 19. If J7

Iho Legislature sdjuurnr d tin* >IU to-night N.) telloq
*. Id Ivik kSl.a. \iA litiA..A^J-.fr-l- .»»


